


parents who struggle with conflicting advice should remember th
the advice-giver's values. For those Wl\() mizo unquestioning obedience from a child
thoritarian style oy have the desired effect. For those who value childre |
self-reliance, authoritative firm-but-open parenting
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n’s sociability and

is advisable.

culture and Child Raising

Child-raising practices reflect cultural values
that vary across time and place. Do you prefer
children who are independent or children who
comply? If you live in a Westernized culture,
the odds are you prefer independence. “You
are responsible for yourself,” Western families
and schools tell their children. “Follow your
conscience. Be true to yourself. Discover your
gifts. Think through your personal needs.” A
half-century and more ago, Western cultural
values placed greater priority on obedience,
respect, and sensitivity to others (Alwin, 1990;
Remley, 1988). “Be true to your traditions,” parents then taught their children. “Be loyal
to your heritage and country. Show respect toward your parents and other superiors.”
Cultures can change.

Many Asians and Africans live in cultures that value emotional closeness. Rather than being
given their own bedrooms and entrusted to day care, infants and toddlers may sleep with their
mothers and spend their days close to a family member (Morelli et al., 1992; Whiting & Edwards,
1988). These cultures encourage a strong sense of family self—a feeling that what shames the

| child shames the family, and what brings honor to the family brings honor to the self.
| Children across place and time have thrived under various child-raising systems. Upper-
. class British parents traditionally handed off routine caregiving to nannies, then sent their
10-year-olds off to boarding school. These children generally grew up to be pillars of British
society, as did their parents and their boarding-school peers. In the African Gusii society, ba-
bies nurse freely but spend most of the day on their mother’s back—with lots of body con tact
but lttle face-to-face and language interaction. When the mother becomes pregnant again,
toddler is weaned and handed over to someone else, often an older sibling. Westerners
May wonder about the negative effects of this lack of verbal interaction, but then the African
il may in turn wonder about Western mothers pushing their babies around in strol'lers
adleaving them in playpens (Small, 1997). Such diversity in child raising cautions us against
ing that our culture’s way is the only way to raise children successfully.

© Steve Reehl

Parental involvement promotes
development Parents in e\{ery
culture facilitate their children’s
discovery of their world, but cultures
differ in what they deem important.
Asian cultures place more emphasis
on school and hard work thqn do
North American cultures. This may
help explain why Japanese and i
Taiwanese children get hlghertscts
on mathematics achievement tests.

at all advice reflects

Cultures vary Parents
everywhere care about
their children, but

raise and protect them
differently depending on
the surrounding culture.
Parents raising children
in New York City keep
them close. In Scotland's
Orkney Islands' town of
Stromness, social trust
has enabled parents
to park their toddlers
outside shops.




